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Inspiration from the wine barrel in an inn
AUENBRUGGER
Joseph Leopald Auenbrugger
(1722 to 1809) was born in Austria; he
invented the art of percussion of the
chest or abdomen to detect some dis-
eases. The percussion note is resonance
elicited when the chest is struck with
flexed fingers. There are two varieties, direct and indirect.
The father of Auenbrugger was a prosperous inn-keeper
who used to confirm the level of wine in a barrel by the aid of
percussion. Young Auenbrugger took clue from this procedure.
At the age of 29 he was appointed in the Spanish Military
Hospital. In 1761 he published his book Inventum Novum or
A New Discovery ihat Enables the Physician from the Per-
cussion of the Human Thorax to Detect the Diseases Hidden
within the Chest.
A normal percussion note sounds like the note given by a
drum covered with a woollen cloth ; the note becomes dull
over the heart and over the right lower costal margin where
the liver, a solid organ is situated. The note becomes 'stony